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• Illinois Solar for All (ILSFA) is one of two flagship state solar 
programs, dating back to 2019

• ILSFA provides incentives to bring solar to income-eligible 
households

• ILSFA projects are driven by Approved Vendors (solar 
companies)

About Illinois Solar for All (ILSFA)
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ILSFA Project Types
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• Statewide solar program

• Opens market to income-eligible and non-profit and public facility 
participants

• 15-year REC contract

• Aligns with mission-driven companies 

• Support and resources for the duration of your participation, 
including assistance in identifying qualified job trainees

ILSFA Benefits
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How the Program Works
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• Approved Vendors develop project pipelines
• Find sites and customers
• Assess site suitability
• Complete ILSFA project applications
• Resolve issues and move projects 

forward
• Provide ongoing maintenance of 

their projects

What the Approved Vendor Does
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• Approved Vendors are a critical component of the Illinois Solar for All 
program. They are responsible for all aspects of ILSFA projects. 

• Approved Vendors ensure all program requirements are met, including 
• income verification 
• job training requirements 
• minimum customer savings
• community engagement and 
• consumer protections

• Approved Vendors will receive support and assistance in identifying 
qualified job trainees.

Role of Approved Vendors

https://www.illinoissfa.com/vendor-directory/
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• Approved Vendor

• Aggregator Approved Vendor & Approved Vendor Designee

• Single Project Approved Vendor

• Subcontractors

Approved Vendors Classifications
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1. Download and read the Approved 
Vendor manual

2. Register with the Illinois Shines 
Program (if applicable)

3. Prepare and submit your 
responses and request documents

4. Sign attestations (e-signature)

5. Program Administrator evaluation 
with revisions as needed

6. Program Administrator will attempt 
to return an approval determination 
within 14 business days

*

Approved Vendor Requirements and Registration
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• All work under ILSFA is expected to meet industry technical and ethical standards, 
and meet all relevant codes and regulations (municipal, state and federal)

• Issues and disputes are to be resolved promptly, constructively and toward 
participant satisfaction

• The Approved Vendor must submit accurate documentation to the Program 
Administrator and meet prevailing wage and trainee work requirements.

• Maintain collateral requirements and provide ongoing information and 
reporting, and coordinate information from installers/developers and system 
owners.

• Maintain ongoing REC reporting requirements

Note: Grassroots Educators cannot refer customers to specific AVs and there cannot be any financial or legal 
relationships between Approved Vendors and Grassroots Educators.

Program Requirements
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I l l inois Solar for All  Program and RECs 
(AV Manual Pg 80)

• ILSFA provides payments in exchange 
for 15 years of Renewable Energy 
Credits (RECs) generated by the solar 
systems. ILSFA enables the sale of 
RECs produced by qualif ied systems 
to I l l inois uti l it ies or the I l l inois 
Power Agency (IPA).  Payments vary 
based on the project type, system 
size, and where it  is located.

• What Are RECs & Why Are They 
Valuable? (AV Manual Pg. 80-
82) RECs are created when renewable 
energy generation systems (solar 
panels) generate electricity.  RECs 
represent the environmental 
attributes of that electricity.

ILSFA and Renewable Energy Credits (RECs)
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ILSFA Renewable Energy Credits Residential - 2023 - 2024
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ILSFA Renewable Energy Credits Non-Residential 2023 - 2024
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• The Renewable Energy Credit (REC) generation a project will produce over the 15-year REC 
contract term can be calculated by the following equation: 
REC Quantity = System (inverter) size in MW AC x approved capacity factor x 365 days/year 
x 24 hours/day x 15 years {Equation 1} 

• An equivalent equation can be used for system sizes rated in kW AC. (The ILSFA AV Portal 
uses kW AC) 
REC Quantity = 15 * (Total AC System Size[kW]) * 8760 * (CF)/1000 {Equation 1.1} 
• Where: 
o 15 is the number of years of the REC contract 
o AC System Size, in kW, is the sum of all rated inverter maximum AC outputs
o CF is the chosen Capacity Factor (PVWatts or Alternate) 
o 8760 is the number of hours in a year 
o 1000 is the conversion from kWh to REC (1 REC = 1000 kWh)  

• Note: Please see the Calculating REC Quantities and Capacity Factors sheet for details

Calculating REC Quantities

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.illinoissfa.com/app/uploads/2022/12/Calculating-REC-Quantities-and-Capacity-Factors_20221108.pdf
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6kW AC system, produces 8000 kWh first year 

1. Obtain system’s first year production from solar design software (Aurora, Helioscope, 
PVSyst, etc.)

2. Calculate Alternate Capacity Factor (ACF)  ((0. 9657) * (8000kWh)) / ((6 kW) * (8760))= 
0.146986

3. Plug-in ACF into Equation 1.1 
REC Quantity = 15 * (Total AC System Size[kW]) * 8760 * (CF)/1000
((Alternate Capacity Factor) x (# Years) x (System Size) x (8760)) * /1000

4. (0.146986 x 15 x 6 x 8760)/1000 = 115.8838 (Round down to 115)

5. 115 RECS x applicable REC price = $20,627.55 projected REC incentive payment

Note: Please see the Calculating REC Quantities and Capacity Factors sheet for details

Example

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.illinoissfa.com/app/uploads/2022/12/Calculating-REC-Quantities-and-Capacity-Factors_20221108.pdf
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• The Small & Emerging Business initiative supports Approved Vendors 
and prospective Approved Vendors through 1:1 meetings, workshops, 
webinars, partnerships and information and resources.

ILSFA Small and Emerging Business Initiative
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Questions?
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Contact Us Jan Gudell

Jan.Gudell@elevatenp.org

Tonya Johnson

Tonya.Johnson@elevatenp.org

LaVerne Hall

lhall@candocorp.net

Illinois Solar for All Team
888-970-ISFA
Info@illinoisSFA.com
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Please complete the exit survey
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